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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


Selectmen, Treasurer, 


ANID) © 


Other Town Officers 


OF THE 
p 


TOWN OF BRADFORD 


See WITH THE REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL BOARD 


For the Fiscal Year 


Ending February 15, 1915 


AND 


Vital Statistics 


For the Year 1914. 


Resident Tax Payers 


Assessed in the town of Bradford for the year 1914. 


Name Tax Name Tax 
Abbott, George A. $2 00 | Bagley, Orlando T. AL 
Alexander, John 2 00 | Bagley, Horace F. 2 00 
Ansart, James N. 2 00 | Blaisdell, J. H. Est. 25 35 
Ansart, Bert | 3 58 | Butman, L. B. 56 81 
Ansart, Marietta Mrs. 18 90 | Bellows, Henry F. 2 00 
Austin, George C. 2 95 | Bickford, Mary A. 15 12 
Andrews, John L. 34 00 | Bickford, Ralph E. 2 00 
Ayer, Lafayette 24 68 | Blanchard, Clara-E. 37 50 
Ayer, Harold W. 27 83 | Brown, Arthur C. 2 00 

Butcher, W. F. ae ty 

Bagley, David D. 2 00 
Bagley, Frank T. 2 00) Carr, William A. 38 48 
Bailey, Joseph 29 66 | Carr, William M. 151 94 
Bailey, Elva Miss 21 42 | Carr, Frank T. 40 16 
Bailey, Willis N. 44 84 | Carr, Leon H. 2 00 
Bailey, Albert W. 7 04 | Case, Leon R. 2 00 
Baker, John E. 5 02 | Caldwell, Arthur C. 2 00 
Barstow, Gideon G. 2 00 | Cheney, George H. 27 39 
Barnes, John L. 21 09 | Cheney, Charles H. 19 64 
Barnes, Lewis D. 2 00 | Cheney, Walter A. 17 12 
Barnard, John M. 2 00 | Cheney, William P. 2 00 
Bates, Byron N. 45 16 | Cheney, Addie M. Hy ue 
Bartlett, Carlos F. 24 98 cae c ot - 
Bartlett, Fred L. 3 76 Chasen H: 17 84 
Bartlett, L. F. 21 42 | Choate, Wm. G. 4 21 
27 10 | Choate, Orie I. 1D be 


Blood, Hollis L. 


Name 


Cilley, George A. 
Cleveland, A. L. 
Cleveland & Barstow 
Clark, Milton H. 
Clark, John A. 
Clark, Charles H. 
Clement, Archie W. 
Clifford, Etta Mrs. 
Clifford. John E. 
Colby, Fred A. 
Colby, Mary E. 
Colby, Darius E. 
Colby, Silas Est. 


Colby, Silas, Est. in trust. ¢ 


Corrigan, Hugh 
Corrigan, Leon S. 
Cofrin, George W. 
Cofrin, Etta Mrs. 
Craig, Parker B. 
Craig, Clinton D. 
Craig, Milton O. 
Cram, Orlan D. 


Cressy, George W. W. 


Cressy, John W. 
Cressy, Byron A. 


Cressy, Hattie A. Mrs. 


Cressy, Fred M. 
Cressy, Ada Mrs. 
Colby, Fred Mrs. 
Colgan, John J. 
Clement, Hartwell D. 


Crittenden, E. M. Mrs. 


Cummings, R. W. 
Cummings, Loyd R. 


Tax 


Name 


Tax 


Cummings, Thomas G. § 2 


Cummings, Marv I. 
Cummings, Gaylord 


Cummings, Morris H.- 


Danforth Bros. 
Danforth, Carl A. 
Danforth, Timothy S. 
Danforth, Emeline S. 
Daigle Thomas. 


‘Daigle, Fred J. , 


Davis, Samuel D. 
S..D 7g 
Walter F. 
Emily E. 
Samuel D. 


Davis, 
Davis, 
Davis, 
Davis, 


| Davis, Henry G. 


Davidson, Sarah J. 
Dodge, Edwin H. 
Dowling, Presson C. 
Dunham, Winthrop. 
Davis, Lauchlin. 


Eaton, J. Willis. 


Eaton, George W., Est. 


Eaton, Alice M. Mrs. 
Eaton, Eliza J. 
Ewins, George W. 
Ewins, John H. 
Ennis, Clarisa Mrs. 


loa 


1 
2 


10 
39 
04 
90 
a6 


00 


23 
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Name 


Farr, EF. C. 

Forsaith, E. J. 
Forsaith, A. K. 
Fortune, Frank 
Fowler, Robert M. 
Forsburg, Andrew G. 
Follansbee, Henry M. 


Feleh, Helen H. W. Mrs. 


Flanders, W. E. 
Fisher, Edward M. 
Fortune, John. 


G. A. R. Hall. 
Gardner, Arthur B. 


Gardner, M. F. & M. M. 


Ghastin, Joseph. 
Gillingham, F. H. 
Gillis, Charles. 
Gillis, Charles Mrs. 
Gillis & Jones. 
Gillingham, A. J. 
Goss, Aaron W. 
Gould, George W. 
Gould, G. B. & Son 


Gould, Frank B. 


Gould, Elizabeth, Est. 


Gocha, George B. 
Grange Hall 
Greeley, Isabel 
Gibson, Auren K. 
Gore, Lauchlin 


Tax 


Name 


48 56 


2 00 
30°20 


Ed 


Hadley, Sara R. 
Hadley, Cyrus E. 
Hadley, Charles Mrs. 
Hall, Lester F. 
Hall, Oi 

Hall, John A. 

Hall, Mary C. 

Hall, Fred B. 

Hall, Jerry 8S. 

Hall, Samuel S. 
Hall, Everett G. 
Hall & Ayer 
Hawks, Sarah K. 
Hole, John H. 
Haskell, Carl P. 
Hardy, Helen Mrs. 
Hemphill, George A. 
Hemphill. Frank E. 
Holton, John 
Howe, Frank H. 
Howlett, Fred O. 
Hoyt, George A. 
Hoyt, Elbridge G. 
Hoyt & Courser 
Hoyi, John 


Hoyt, Dellmon C. 


| Hoyt, Robert I. 

| Hoyt, Lizzie Mrs. 
| Howland, Clifford 
Holman, Lydia M. Mrs. 


Heath, Arthur S. 
Hildreth, J. M. Mrs. 


bo 
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Name 


Huntoon, Martin H. 
Hawes, Fred L. a 


Ingalls, George H. 


Jameson, Arthur P. 
Jameson, A. J. 
Jameson, L. P. 
Jennings, Gilbert E. Est. 
Jewett, Albert E. 
Johnson, James H. 
Jones, T. A. J., Est. 


Keyser, James F. 
Keyser, J. Elroy 
Keyser, L. J. 
Kittredge, Everett 
Kittredge, Ralph M. 


Ladd, Alberta M. 
Ladd, David M. 
Larkin, Herbert W. 
Lear, Harry W. 
Lewis, Evans H. 
Lovering, Daniel 
Long, Helen Mrs. 


Tax Name 
18 90 | Marshall. Charles H. 
47 11 | Marshall, D. R, Est. 
Martin, Mary W. Mrs. 
McDowell, Frederick 
a McKim, William 
1S 91 | Melvin, F. O. 
Melvin, Josiah 
Messer, E. C. 
9 gy | Messer, Roy A. 
g gg | Messer, E. C. & Son. 
5 81 | Messer, Kstella B. 
15 25 | Massey, William 
g gg | Mead, George. F. 
19 96 | Messer, Frank H. 
12 60 Messer, Fred A. 
Messer, Bert A. 
Messer, Auren W. 
Messer Bros. & French 
95 52 Mitchell, Edwin D. 
2 76 Mitchell, Sumner T. 
2 00 Mitchell, George L. 
49 26 Moor, Arthur F. 
» 99 | Morse, Charles H. 
Morse, D. Moody 
Morse, Eldridge A. 
Morse, Leon M. 
21 11] | Morse, Harlan P. 
2 99 | Morse, C. L. Mrs., Est. 
61 28 | Morse, Sarah M. 
18 38 | Morrison, Iddo Z. 
20 52 
2 00 
63 | Nelson, Delbert W. 


Tax 


$ 70 
117 


58 


25 


65 


95 


Name 


Newman, Charles M. 


Newman, Lucy Mrs. 
Nichols, Edwin 
Nichols, Guy D. 
Nichols, Jobn 


Osgood, Charles B. 


Parker, Charles A. 
Peters, Wm. H. 
Peaslee, J. Albert 
Peaslee, Daniel G. 
Peaslee, Fred 
Peaslee, Frank 
Peaslee, George 
Peaslee, Jefferson G. 
Perkins, Harvey M. 
Perkins, Jennie Mrs. 


Perkins, Hattie M. Mrs. 


Perkins, Leon F. 
Perkins, Ernest C. 
Pendleton, John S. 
Pike, Charles W. 
Piper, John 

Piper, Justin L. 
Presby, George W. 
Putnam, George A. 


Putnam, MarthaR. Mrs. 


Putney, Richard M. 
Pierce, Daniel 
Putnam, Arthur H. 
Purington, Fred Est. 


Tax Name 
$20 79 | Rand, George 
31 90 | Rand & Cheney 

8 82 | Rand, George F. Mrs. 
92 30 | Ring, Edmond P. 

2 0U0 | Russell, Harry O. 

11 34 Sanborn, Joseph W. 
Sargent, Harriett Mrs. 
Sargent, Abbie Miss. 

25 94 | Sargent, Fred W. 

2 00 | Sargent, Harry EF. 

37 28 | Sargent, Orvis 

50 29 | Sargent, Guy W. 

19 26 | Sawtell, John W. 

26 76 | Sawtell, Irvin 

2 00 | Sawver, George M. 

35 41 | Sawyer, Warren F. 

14 29 | Sawyer, Daniel U. 

25 20 | Sawyer, Alice J. 

25 20 | Severance, Hiram 

8 93 | Shattuck, Albert E. 

2 00 | Shattuck, George H. 

2 00 | Shattuck, Herbert 

2 50 | Smitb, Charles A. 

14 12 | Smith, Leslie R. 
52 84 | Smith, Edgar W. 

2 00 | Smith, George M. 

6 41 | Smith, George M. Mrs. 

31 50 | Smith, Ned H. 

9 15 | Smith, Z. L. 

2 00 | Smith, Fred 

2 00 | Small, Wm. F. 

2 52 | Stanley, Priscilla Mrs. 


Naime 


Stevens, Alfred G. 


Stevens, S. G. & Son. 


Stevens, S. G. 
Stevens, Charles C. 
Stevens, Fred H. 
Stevens, Arthur D. 
Stone, Frank 

St. Peter’s Lodge 
Stafford, Victor 
Steele, Albert B. 


Tappan, Helen M. 
Train, Henry A. 
Trow, Joseph H. 
Trow, George C. 
Trow, Will S. 
Trow, Carrie L. 
Trow, Leslie C. 


Trow, C. A. & A. N. 


Trow, Charles A. 
Trow, Albert N. 
‘Tuttle, Homer R. 
Tuttle, Ralph S. 


ee 


Tax 


$8 
13 : 


bt 
24 


O00 


Name 


Tuttle, Harriett B. 


Varney, Frederick D. 


Wallis, Nathaniel L. 
Ward, Clarence W. 
Ward, Samuel P. 
Ward, Belle E. Mrs. 
Ward, Ralph E. 
Wells, Perlington G. 


West, Susan M. Mrs. 


West, Charles K. 
West, Fred F. 
Wiggin, Frank L. 
Wiggin, Ira F. 
Wiggin, A. Mrs. 
Wiggin, Charles 8. 
Wilson, Melvina 
Wilson, Mary E. 
Wyman, Herbert C. 
Wyman Fred H. 
Woods, Charles H. 
Watkins, Alfred 


Tax 


O4 


88 


3.59 


82 


2 00 
12 


62 
85 
avo) 
41 
03 
00 
Ol 
12 
34 
95 
81 
86 
00 
89 
24 
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Non-Resident Tax Payers 


Aessssed in the town of Bradford for the year 1914. 


Name Tax Name Tax 
Abbott, Walter H. $ $25 46 | Carr, G. Willie $3 78 
Adams, W. Porter 2 52 | Carroll, E. H. & Son » 04 
Andrews, Gilbert 8 82 | Cavanaugh & Smith 35 54 
Andrews, Frank E. 15 75 | Chase, Charles H. 60 48 
Ayer, Frank P. 16 38 | Clark, E. L. 16 3 

Chamberlain, Walter 1 26 
Cheney, Sabria 210% 
Bagley, Alberton 4 41 | Clark, Eliza Miss 21 42 
Bagley, Warren T. 16 38 | Colby, Warren M. 5 04 
Badlam, A. B. Miss 13.55 | Cogswell & Holmes 11 34 
Bailey, R. R. » 52 | Connor, Frank 12 60 
Bailey, Scott W. 3 zg | Couch, S. M. Est. 8 82 
Bartlett & Craig 9 45 | Courser, Fred 37 92 
Balch, Harry 12 60 | Cox, L. D. 5 04 
Barton & Richards 6 30 | Craig, Frank P. 2 52 
Barnes Ida M. § 390 | Cressy, Myron G. D, 45 0d 
Blakley, J. M. 1 26 | Cressy, M. D. 19 28 
Blodgett, E. A. 1 89 | Crosby, J. Frank 4 41 
Bly, Hattie Mrs. 12 60 | Cutting, Frank S. 46 62 
Brackett, J. Q. A. 25 20 | Courser, Harry F. 1 96 
Butler, J. Arthur 10 08 Colby, ‘Lloyd 63 
Burnham, Bloomfield 10 08 
Brockway, Fred 10 40 
Brown, Henry 6 30 
Brown, Henry J. 8 32 | Davis, L E. 12 29 
Davis, Wm. H, 6 30 
Davis, Abbie P. > 78 
Carr, George W. Est. 26 46 | Dodge, D. H. 15142 


Name 


Draper, Co. 


Eastman, Charles 
Eaton, A. S. 
Emerson, Paper Co. 


Farrer, Alden P. 
Farnham. C. A. 
Flanders, Parker 
Fogg & Rowell 
Follansbee, Charles 
Foster, Harry S. 
French, Arthur 
French, John E. 


Gage, George N. Est. 


Gilchrist, J. J. & R. H. 


Grimes, Hannah Mrs. 
Grady, Laura W. 
Greenough, Haines 


Hatch, H. C. 
Hall, Isaac E. 
Hartshorn, George 
Hawes, Sarah A. 
Hayden, A. W. 
Hiland, John M. 
Hooker, J. W. 
Holmes, Mason 
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Name 


Oe ee) ee eS | 
nw © © 


is) 
On) 


Holmes & Choate 
Holman, Samuel 
Hurd & Blake 


Ingalls, Solomon Heirs 


Jacobs, C. F. 


Jackson, Elizabeth Mrs. 


Jones, James H. 
Johnson, Nellie F. 
Johnson, Frank 


Keyser, Charles O. Est. 
Kimball, Moses Heirs 
Kiblin, Hobart 


Leach, Lizzie, Mrs. 
Logan, John W. 
Lunt, J. B. 


Marshall, H. W. 
Maxon, George E. 
McCabe, Joseph 
Mcllvain, John 8S. 
Melvin, Sally. 
Martin, George G. 
Monroe, Fred B. 
Morrill, George A. 


6 30 


Name 


Morrill, George A. Mrs. $ 


Moon, Heirs 
Morrill, Roscoe H. 


Nelson, Eugene L. 
Nichols, B. H. 
Nichols, John O. 


Patch, George FE, 
Presby, Henry F. 
Preston & Marshall 
Preston Bros. 
Prince, Rodney H. 
Proctor, Edd. 


Putnam, Eugene G. 


Pulver, DeBois 
Pressy, Frank 
Pressy, Fred 


Rice, James G. 
Rice, John H. 
Rollins, W. K. 
Robertson, Jobn E. 
Rowe, Carl W.- 
Rowe, Willis J. 
Russell, Ernest 


Stafford, George 


1] 


Wax Name Tax 
2 52 | Sanborn, E. L. $2 52 
17 64 | Shultis, Mark 40 32 
9 45 | Spaulding, Lizzie, Mrs. 6 30 
Spaulding, S. G. 3 78 
—_ | Snow, Lizzie, Mrs. 12 60 
202 Stevens, C. D. 25 20 
ue ’ “9 
: 28 Stratton, Fred G. Pay Weeitir: 
boner Shurborne, G. D. 74 09 
348 
8 82 | Tallant, Hugh 12 60 
1 89 | Thompson, James. 44 10 
4 41 | Thompson, C. M. 12 60 
12 60 | Thompson, Lea 2°52 
5) 04 ; Trecarton, Hannah 26 
17 64. 
18°90. | 
« 06 | Wadleigh, Ben. Est. 2% 09 
6 30 | Wallis, Valletta L. B. 10 08 
| Ward, Frank H. 4 41 
| Ward & Preston 151 20 
12 60 | Warner, A. C. Pa 94 
11 34 West, Andy J. 6 30 
38 94 | West & Chase 34 02 
26 46 | Whiting, D. & Sons 41 58 
6 30 | Wheeler, Otis S. 1 26 
3 78 | Wright, Sarah F. Est. 37 80 
13 | 
| 
5 45 | Young, Harlon, KE. 1 26 
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Uncollected Taxes 


In 19138 

Kimball, John $2 48 

Money on hand from 1913 taxes $1 38 

In 1914 

Colby, Darius E. 10 58 

Gocha, George W. 5 36 

Jennings, Gilbert EK. Est. 15 25 

Long, Helen 63 

Morrison, Iddo Z. 17 18 


Perkins, Earnest C. 
Shattuck, Albert E. 
Shattuck, Geo. H. 
Shattuck, Herbert 
Stevens, Alfred G. 
Stone, Frank 
Steele, Albert B. 
Varney, F. D. 
West, Chas. K. 
Hatch, H. E. 
Blakely, J. M. 


——— 

Ow ark wa 
on 
— 


oN s BS Gr ee a OS 
ie 
— 


Warner, A. E. 52 

Watkins, Alfred 30 24 
Uneollected tax $137 71 
Amount collected since the books were audited $78 SO. 


Amount of money in Collectors hands $87 33 
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Concord, N. H., February 8, 19105. 


To the Selectmen: 

We suggest that you cause the following extract from the re- 
port of the Tax Commission for 1914 to be printed in your town re- 
port this spring. It may tend to economy in town appropriations. 


Very truly, 
STATE TAX COMMISSION, 
By W. B. Fellows, Secretary. 


Report State Tax Commission 1914. 


Increase in Public Expenditures. 


No power has constituted the members of the tax commission of 
guardians of the public in respect to expenditures for the support of 
government, and they have no disposition to assume that role. 
Nevertheless ‘‘economy being a most essential virtue in all states,‘ 
and it being ‘‘the duty of legislators and magistrates * * * to coun- 
tenance and inculcate the principles of * * * economy,‘ all as set 
forth in the constitution of this state, the commissioners believe 
themselves to be amply justified in urging, as they have so often 
urged before, the importance of this subject upon the voters of 
the stae. The public revenue, state and municipal, is the voters’ 
business and they are responsible, directly or indirectly, for every 
extravagance faffecting it from the inception to the termination of, 
the fund. 

Every compulsory contribution Jevied by public authority upon 
people or property is in the broad sense of the term a tax, nor is it 
made less obnoxious or burdensome if called a fee ora fine. In the 
figures that follow therefore, all fees, fines, and other exactions, if 
any, are included with the taxes upon polls and estates. To illus- 
trate the comparative importance of the two classes, it may be said 
that the taxes upon polls and estates represent about 95 per cent. 
and all other income about 5 per cent. of the total revenue of the 
state, and of the counties, cities, towns, districts and precincts 
therein. 
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Taxes as defined above have increased by leaps and boands in re- 
cent years. In 1903 the sum of all the taxes assessed by and within 
the state of New Hampshire was $5,373,420.22; in 1913 it was $8, 
765,039.07, an increase of $3,391,618.85, or 63° per cent., in ten 
years. But these figures do not adequately represent the velocity 
the upward movement has now attained. To show that it is necessa- 
ry to divide the ten-year period: The levy in 1908 was $924,388, 
79, or 17 per cent. greater than in 1903, while that in 1913 was $2. 
467,230.06, or 39 per cent. greater than in 1908. By so much did 
the advance in the last half of said period exceed that in the first 
half. These figures will be the more alarming if it is remembered 
that while taxes already sufficiently heavy were advancing 63 per 
cent., the population of the state increased only about 43 per cent., 
and while the one was,advancing 39 per cent., the other increased 
only about 24 per cent. 

It is instructive to study the subject from another angle. In the 
ten years from 1904 to 1914, both inclusive, the annual increase in 
all taxes defined and limited as above was as follows: 


19D42) 213 G0) ee ees $34,459,91 
1905.0 cake eee 286,590. 14 
19067 fo Ran ae a 115,468.39 
1907). ee 
1908 2 
1909 * ik wey) ao ee 589,995.97 
19105 (Se 
ONG) ee ee 
1912 ee One 
1948 cis ete eae oe eunaae 627,603.43 


The average yearly increase for the whole period was $336,561. 
85. The upward trend is more plainly shown, however, by divid- 
ing, as before, the ten-year period in the middle and considering 
the halves separately. For the first five years the average annual 
increase was $184,877.76 ; for the last five years it was $493,446.01. 
It is surely pertinent to consider how long the little state of New 
Hampshire, almost stationary in wealth, can sustain a tax already 
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burdensome and increasing at the rate of practically half a million 
dollars a year without crippling her industries and impoverishing her 
people. Plainly it is a condition not calculated to attract capital 
from without the state or to encourage business within the same. 

From the per capita standpoint the situation is not less disturbing. 
In 1903 there were assessed $12.88 in taxes for each man, woman 
and child in the state. Five years later there were assessed $14.75 
for each individual, and in five years more $20.09. If in 1913 taxes 
had been equally distributed among all the people it would have 
meant a burden of $100 for each family of five members. ‘Though 
in reality there was little such equality in the assessment there was 
‘much in the payment. The fact is that those who occupy, use or 
consume property, no matter who owns it, are those who in the last 
analysis pay most, if not all, of the taxes thereon. If the wage 
earner or the man of limited means understood he was in reality 
paying something like $100 a year in state and municipal and half 
as much more in federal taxes for the government of himself, his 
wife and three children his influence and his vote would more fre- 
quently make for economy in appropriations and expenditures than 
heretofore. | 

No statistics for the year 1914 appear for the reason that they are 
not yet at hand except in part. 
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The State of New Hampshire. 


To the Inhabitants of the Town of Bradford, in the 
[ L. 8. ] County of Merrimack, in said State, qualified to vote in 
Town Affairs. 


You are hereby notified to meet at the town hall in said Brad- 
ford, on Tuesday, the ninth day of March next, at nine of the clock 
in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects : 


1. ‘To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing. 


2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray 
town charges for the ensuing year, aud make appropriations of the 
same. 


3. To see if the town will vote to raise the sum of seven hun- 
dred dollars ($700.00) for the maintenance of State roads. 


4. To see if the town will vote to raise the sum of three hun- 
dred and eleven dollars and fifty cents ($311.50,) to secure State 
aid. 


5. To see if the town will vote to raise the sum of two hun- 
dred dollars ($200.00) to widen the river road, so called, from the 
clay pit southward toward Bradford Center. 


-6. To see if the town will vote to raise the sum of two hundred 
dollars ($200.00 to be used towards the purchase of a town clock. 


~~ 


/. ‘To transact any other business that may legally come be- 
fore said meeting. 


Given under our hands and seal, this nineteenth day of Febru- 
ary, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifteen. 


G. W. W. Cressy, of 


J. W. Sanborn, Selectmen 
Roy A. Messer, Bradford. 


Selectmen’s Report 


For the year ending February 15, 1915. 
Inventory of the town of Bradford as taken by the Selectmen 


April 1, 1914. 


Real estate, resident $365,382 

BS non-resident 182,485 
Horses, 198 19,000 
Mules, 6 1,125 
Oxen, 33 3,760 
Cows, 379 17,830 
Neat stock, 127 5,025 
Sheep, 391 2,050 
Hogs, 10 125 
Fowls, 644 389 
Vehicles and automobiles, 22 7,150 
Portable mills, $ 1,830 
Wood and lumber 25,622 
National bank stock 2,100 
Money on hand ancl at interest 7,630 
Stock in trade 31,865 
Mills and machinery, 3 1,100 

$623,966 


Rate per $100 $1.26 
No. of polls 220 
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THE SELECTMEN CHARGE THEMSELVES WITH 


Yash in hands of Treasurer Feb. 15, 1814 $1637 
Unecollected taxes and cash in hands of Collector 343 
Taxes committed to Frank B. Gould $359 
Dog license for 1914 128 
Insurance tax 34 
Railroad tax 723 
Savings bank tax 2332 
Literary fund 69 
Proportion of sehool fund 264 
Oxen sold I17 
Aid to County poor 52 
dependent soldiers 294 
Bounty on hedgehogs from state 41 
Highway money from state 406 
Money from Janitor of town hall 23 
Pool table‘ license 10 
Peddlers license 4) 
Cemetery Jots sold 29 
und 10 
B. & M. R. R. damage by fire 10 
Damage to town hall 
Liquor license 38 
Candidates for Representative 4 
Money froni Mrs. C. L. Morse estate for care of 
cemetery lot 150 
Interest on taxes of 1912 4 
1913 7 
1914 12 


23 
67 
41 


a7 


$15512 16 
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THE SELECTMEN CREDIT THEMSELVES WITH 


State tax 

County tax 

Mependent soldiers 

County poor 

‘Town poer 

Highways 

Oxen beught 

State road 

Maintenance 

Town officers bills 

Electric lights 

Public Library 

Miscellaneous 

Abatements and discounts 

Uncollected taxes and cash in kands of Collecter 

Schools 

Bounty on hedgehogs 

Cash in hands of Treasurer Fel. 15, 1915 

Deposited in New Hampshire savings bank fron 
the C. L. Morse estate fer care of cemetery lot 


$1560 


1096 
294 
D2 
213 
1752 
479 


1188 ° 


423 
645 
410 
1G? 
1564 
122 
226 
33808 


00 


$15,512 16 
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TOWN OFFICERS BILLS 


J. W. Sanborn, services as Selectman $95 00 
paid for board and horse feed 27 00 
mileage book 10 00 
postage 7 87 
G. W. W. Cressey, services as Selectman 90 00 
| paid for board and horse feed 25 00 
Roy A. Messer, services as Selectman 82 00 
paid for board and horse feed 23 75 
John S. Pendleton, Town Clerk 40 00 
Charles H. Marshall, Treasurer 40 00 
Frank B. Gould, Tax Collector 75 00 
Ned H. Smith, Supervisor 30 00 
Chas. C. Stevens, ‘‘ ' ~ 30 00 
John A. Hall, te 30 00 
Chas. Gillis, Board of Health : oe Soe 
Dr. Clifford Huwland, Board of Health 10 00 
George A. Cilley, Ballot Clerk 4 00 
Everett Kittredge yes 4 00 
H. C. Wyman, os 4 00 
Oi Hall, * 2 00 
Martin H. Huntoon oy 2 00 
Leon M. Morse, Moderator and Auditor 10 00 
$645 12 
LIBRARY 
(xeorge C. Trow, money required by law $72 30 
Almira Hall, Librarian 100 00 
$172 30 
COUNTY POOR 
Mrs. George Heselton $52 00 


TOWN POOR 


Charles B. Wyman $153 
Sargent children . 57 
Mrs. George Smith, 1913 account 3 
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STATEMENT OF STATE ROAD FUND 


State contribution 
Town wes 


Total joint fund 
Disbursements 


Unexpended balance 


MESCELLANEOUS 


L. B. Butman, horse feed 1913 

L. P. Jameson,‘use of watering tub 1913 
F. H. Howe, printing town reports 

W. F. Small, rent of court room 

C. H. Marshall, labor on pump 

E. H. Lewis, picking moth nests 

J. A. Peaslee, insurance on town hall 
H. J. Thurber, stationery 

F. O. Chellis, cost in Purington case 
W. F. Small, horse feed 1913 

Craig & Chase, breaking roads 1914 storm 


R. M. Putney, dhe 66 6s bs 
J. D. Chase, 66 66 eS ree 
G. H. Cheney, 6 66 Oe Wee 
A. E. Eaton, s 66 AAS oi 
H. L. Blood, os sé 66 ‘6 
George W. Cofrin ‘“ rT eevee 


M. O. Craig, picking moth nests 

J. D. Chase. use of watering tub 

Paul Cilley, picking moth nests 

W.S. Butcher, use of watering tub 

Edson C. Eastman, tax book 

C. H. Marshall, repairing pump 

R. W. Cummings, board of Selectmen 1918 


$374 


4() 


936 00 


30 
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$1310 40 
1205 40 


$105. 00 
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A. W. Clement, road drag 

Ralph Kittredge, labor on bridge rail 

Danforth Bros. Cement for bridge rail 

Harry Sargent, shoveling snow 1914 storm 

R. W. Cummings, labor on horse sheds 

D. C. Hoyt, bridge plank 1913 acet. 

C. H. Marshall, bridge railing 

A. G. Fish, printing blanks and receipts 

Alfred Stevens, labor on horse sheds and watering 
tub 

Rand & Cheney, shingles 

K. A. Patch, painting signs 

Alfred Stevens, labor on guide posts 

J. M. Barnard, mowing cemetery 

F. O. Howlett, a aS 

C. H. Barnett, voting booths 

C. H. Marshall, pipe and labor 

A. W. Clement, iron work on signs 

E. E. Babb & Co., chairs for town hall 

Alfred Stevens, putting up signs 


L. B. Butman, meals for election officers, primary ° 


and Nov. elections 
J. Elroy Keyser, labor at Union Cemetery 
J. A. Peaslee, insurance on town hall 
G. H. Cheney, road tools 
C. H. Marshall, repair on town pump 
Ralph E. Ward, labor on Pond Cemetery 
P. D. Chase, damage to sheep 
John H. Gillingham, surveying town lines 
Orr & Rolfe Co., wiring hall 
R. E. Ward, use of watering tub 
J. S. Pendleton, recording vital statistics, postage 
Arthur B. Gardner, bridge plank 
L. B. Butman, care of cemeteries 
F. H. Howe, printing notices 
Fred A. Colby, mowing cemetery 
L. P. Jameson, use of watering tub 
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Oi Hail, care of watering tub $8 55 
J. W. Sanborn, freight on chairs 2 14 
Addie A. Cheney, use of spring 10 00 
Alfred Stevens, patching roof of town hall —- 75 
©. H. Marshall, postage 50 
M. H. Huntoon, care of watering tub | 00 
F. B. Gould, stamps and stationery . 10 85 
H. M. Perkins, care of tramps 54 25 
Dr. W. H. Abbott, reporting births and deaths 2 25 
Dr. Clifford Howland, ‘ es 75 
F. H. Howe, part pay on town reports 14 48 
Total $1,864 05 


ABATEMENTS, DISCOUNTS AND INTEREST 


Abatements 1913 $7.32 
1914 7 26 
$14 58 
Interest 1912 $4 57 
1913 ; 7 47 
1914 12 30 
$24 34 
Discounts 1914 $107 48 
. ASSETS 
Cash in hands of Treasurer $2015 95 
Road Agent 81 10 
Tax Collector 8.53 
Uncollected taxes 1913-14 91722 
Bridge plank 263 58 
$2586 88 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. W. Sanborn, Selectmen 
G. W. W. Cressy, of 
Roy A. Messer, Bradford. 
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Town Treasurer’s Report. 


For the year ending Feb. 15, 1916 


To cash on hand 
Peddlers license 
Town hall 
Pool table license 
Savings bank and railroad tax 
Two pair oxen 
Bounty on hedgehogs 
State aid on highways 
Aid to dependent soldiers 
County poor 
Interest on cemetery fund 
Two lots in Pleasant Hill Cemetery 
One lot in Union Cemetery 
Dog license 
State license 
Primary election 
F. B. Gould, 1912 taxes 
1913 taxes 


Boston & Maine R. R., damage by fire 


Damage to town hall 
Cemetery fund by C. L. Morse 
F. B. Gould, Col. 1914 taxes 


Seleetmen’s orders paid by C. H. Marshall 


Cash on band 


81637 


$13147 


2015 


OO 


815163 88 


93 
95 


$15163 88 


CHARLES H. MARSHALL Treasurer. 


Town of Bradford in account with G. H. 


1914. 
Feb. 16. 
20, 


Apr. 18 


4. 


EE 


Due 


Road Agents’ Reports. 


J. H. Trow, breaking roads 
C. H. Chase, 

H. Clement, 

J. L. Piper, 

KF. B. Gould, 

F. T. Bagley, 
M. D. Cressy, 
R E. Ward, 
H. E. Sargent, 
A. J. Jameson, 
G. H. Shattuck, 
S. T. Mitchell, 
F. Fortune. 

A. F. Moor, 

J. Clifford, 

G. H. Shattuck, 
H. Trow, 

H. Stevens, 
. L. Sawyer, 

. K. Smith, 

. J. Jameson, 
O. Howlett, 
Coma A. N. Trow, 
F. J. Daigle, 

G. H. Cheney, 


Sp Ab mS 


the town Feb. 15 


Balance due G. H. Cheney 


May 6. 


Paid G. H. Cheney by Selectmen’s order 


$4 
36 


10 


00 
19 
40 


“00 


00 
00 
30 
AQ) 
20 
63 
60 
50) 
30 
00 


“20 


OW) 


Cheney, Road Agent, 


70° 


20 


10 


00 


» GS 


90 
00 
90 
OO 


$315 69 


309 
$6 


& 


38 


od 


» 
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Town of Bradford in account with R. W. Cummings 


For the year ending Feb. 15, 1915. 


April. Expense buying oxen $5 38 
George A. Hemphill, labor 11 60 
C. A. Smith, labor 5 25 
Hall & Ayer, blacksmithing | 6 75 
Wm. M. Carr 11 66 

May. H. M. Perkins, 4 55 
C. K. West, labor 7 88 
C. A. Smith, 9 63 
E. D. Mitchell, 30 00 
G. A. Hemphill, 13 00 
C. K. West, 6.12 
John Holton, 13 138 
C. A. Smith, 8 75 
G. A. Hemphill, 9 00 
Wm. M. Carr, 6 00— 
E. D. Mitchell, 12 00 
Jolin Holton. 8 75 
C. K. West, 7 00 
C. A. Smith, 7 00 
George Hemphill 12 00 
E. D. Mitchell, 12 00 
C. K. West, 10 50 
John Holton, 8 75 

June. G. A. Hemphill, - 10 00 
John Holton, 17 50 
E. D. Mitchell, 24 00 
T. G. Cummings, 12 00 


C, K. West, 7 00 


June. 


J u ly ° 


Aug. 


Fea 


Putnam & Cummings. hay 
D. C. Hoyt. bridge plank 

feeding oxen 
H. F. Bellows, labor 
Robert I. Hoyt, 


H. F. Bellows, 
_E. D. Mitchell, 


John Holton, 

T. G. Cummings, 
C. K. West, 

H. F. Bellows, 
John Holton, 


. E. D. Mitchell, 


C. K. West, 
H. F. Bellows, 
Louis Gregory, 
Deleau Gregory 
T. G. Cummings, 
John Holton, 
C. K. West, 
Henry Follansbee, 
K. D. Mitchell, 
Craig & Chase, keeping oxen 
George Shattuck, drawing roller to Center 
self and team 5 days 
D. C. Hoyt, stringers 
self and team 2 days 
Robert I. Hoyt, labor 
Putnam & Cummings, hay 
R. W. Cummings, team 
Wm. M. Carr, grain 
Geo. M. Smith, labor 
G. F. Mead, keeping oxen 
D. Whiting & Son, grain 
Arthur J. Hoyt, labor 
Charles 8. Wiggin 
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Sept. 


Oct. 


Arthur H. Putnam, 

D. C. Hoyt, self and team 
Harold Sholes, labor 
Charles §. Wiggin 

Ralph M. Kittredge, 

G. A. Cilley,; 

Leon Fortune, self and oxen 
Harold Sholes, labor 

Henry Follansbee, 

R. W. Cummings, team 
Arthur H. Putnam, labor 
J. W. Cressy, man and team 2 days 
John Lawrence, labor 
Ralph Kittredge, 

William Maher, 

John Lawrence, 

William Maher, 

Ralph Kittredge, 

E. D. Sawtell, 

Henry Follansbee, 

Harold Sholes 

Ralph Kittredge, 

E. D. Sawtell, 

Charles K. West, 

George M. Smith, 

E. D. Sawtell, 

Henry Follansbee, 

Charles K. West, 

Harold Sholes, 

Hall & Ayer, blacksmithing 
S. T. Mitchell, self and team 
D. C. Hoyt, pasturing oxen 
Ralph Kittredge, labor 
Charles K. West, 

R. W. Cummings, team 
Gawn Bagley, labor 


10 50 
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Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Apr. 


May. 


June 
July 


au 


K. D. Sawtell, 

Paul Cilley, 

Charles K. West, 

J. W. Cressy, running roller 

Jobn D. Peaslee, grade 

R. W. Cummings, hay for oxen 
running roller 

H. M. Perkins, tools and powder 

Ww. M. Carr, xzrain 

J. W. Cressy, running roller 

H. E. Sargent, breaking roads 

E. P. Ring, grade 

George Shattuck, running roller 

George Peaslee, labor on bridges 


J. W. Cressy, running roller 
Geo. H. Shattuck, e 
R. W. Cummings is 

team 


C. H. Morse, snowing bridges 
W.S. Trow, running roller 
H. M. Perkins, tools 

F. O. Howlett, breaking roads 


Clifford Howland, liniment for oxen 


Road Agents salary 
Paid Selectmen for bridge plank 


By cash from Selectmen 


00 
D0 
50 
50 
60 
00 
50 
90 
13 
d0 


7 20 


50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
dU 
75 
a8 
00 
00 
80 
50 
00 
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$600 
200 
400 
400 


$1,737 40 


00 
00 
00 
00 


aU 
Sept. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Received for bridge plank 


Apr. Paid Guy H. Buswell for oxen 


Aug. Reed. of Will Colby for oxen 
Oct. C.F. Gage “ 


Gain on oxen 


Cash paid on roads and bridges 
Selectmen for oxen 
Money in Road Agent’s hands 


Respectfully submitted, 


00 


$2293 ; 


R. W. CUMMINGS, Road Agent. 


50 


00 
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Bradford Free Library 


TROSTEES’ REPORT 


Cash on hand $34 15 
Recd. from Mary Hall Fund 20 00 
Town Treasurer Feb 
Librarian 8 00 
$134 45 
Paid for printing $1 25 
insurance -6 OO 
books | 116 28 
Cash in hands of Trustees 10 92 
$134 45 


J. W. SANBORN 
GEORGE C. TROW | rusts 
JOHN S. PENDLETON 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 


Received for cards and fines $10 35 
Paid for postage and supplies $2 00 
express 5d 

$2 35 

Balance $8 OO 


Mrs. OI HALL, Librarian. 


There is deposited in New Hampshire Savings Bank $500 ieft the 
Library by the late Mrs. Mary Hall, the income of which is available 
yearly for the pnrchase of books. 

JOHN E. FRENCH, Trustee. 


we 
bo 


Town Hall Report 


TOWN HALL RECEIPTS ENDING FEB. 15, 1915 


1914. 
Feb. 20. Dance $1 25 
ay Wy 0 Bak Bek OR Oe 1 25 
Mar. 6. Lecture Course 1 25 
27. Entertainment 1 50 
May 1. Dance age 
8. Entertainment 1 25 
June 95. Picture show: 1 50 
ee. it oy 1 50 
vo: 2 <* tL 50 
July 21. Dance k 25. 
OT oy 1 25 
Aug. 3. “3 : 1.20 
6. King’s Daughters fair, free 
1t. Dance 25 
18. 25 


22. Entertainment 
Sept. 22. Billey DeRue 

29. Grange fair 
Oct. 16. Entertainment 

19. Lecture Course 
Nov. 25. Danee 

30. Lecture Course 


Le cio ee ce oe eee coe 
| ed) 
Qn 


Dec. 15. . Entertainment 25 
18. Lecture Course 25 
31. Dance 25 

1915. 

Jan. 6. Picture show 1 50 
13. 3 he 1 50 
20. és as 1 50 
af as Mf 1 50 


Jan. 29, 
SCAT ck oes 


1914. 


Feb. 25. 


Mar. 7. 


May 
Aug. 


Sept. 1 


Oct. 16. 
Dec. 15. 


(915. 


Jan. 6. 


18. 


ik 
July 6. 
5) 


Entertainment 
Lecture Course 
Picture Show 


66 6é 


PAID OUT 


Cari Bartlett, one cord wood 


Paid for sawing and housing wood 
Danforth Bros., shavings for hall floor 


Chloride of lime 
Dustbane 
be 
Carl Bartlett, moving seats 
Dustbane 
Moving booths 
Six new lights 
Dustbane 
L. F. Perkins, setting glass 
Charles Parker, wood 


Paid Ayer Bros. one cord wood 
Sawing and housing wood 

L. F. Perkins, lock 

Frank Bagley, cleaning hall roof 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. W. SAWTELL, ‘Janitor 
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School Treasurer’s Report 


Cash from last year . $666 33 
dog tax 87 4d 
tuition | 4 40. 
Hillsboro 28 80 
Newbury 15 57 
town - 3220-96 
$4023 51 
Paid orders $3943 45 
Cash on hand 80 06° 
$4023 51 


We the undersigned Auditors of Bradford, N. H. hereby certify 
that we have examined the accounts of the Board of Selectmen, 
Town Treasurer, Collector of Taxes, two Road Agents, Library 
Trustees, Schooi Board and School Treasurer for the fiscal year end- 
ing Feb. 15, 1915 and_find the same correctly cast and properly 
vouched. 

We find that there is in the hands of the Town Treasurer a balance 
of $2015.95. In the hands of the Tax Collector $8.53 and uncollect- 
ed taxes amounting to $217.72. In the hands of R. W. Cummings 
Road Agent, $31.10. In the hands of the School Treasurer $80.06 
there being outstanding orders to the amount of $81.00 


GEORGE W. COFRIN ) 4.44 
LEON M. MORSE Un ae 
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School Report 


VILLAGE SCHOOLS 


Martha W. Cilley, teaching 
Annie M. Johnson, ‘° 

Dancy a. Walker, ‘‘ 

Alice G. Adams, Be 

Nana B.- Geyer, a6 
Arthur B. Gardner, wood 

C. C. Stevens, wood 

Leon F. Perkins, sawing wood 
Charles S. Wiggin, sawing and housing wood 
C. H. Marshall, cleaning pipe 
J. G. Peaslee, cleaning vault 
Edson Page, tuning organ 


CENTER 
Emma Sebra, teaching 
Daniel U. Sawyer, wood 
C. C. & A. D. Stevens, wood 
Archie Thomas, sawing and housing wood 
Lura Train, cleaning schoolhouse 


BOX CORNER 
Jennie M. Messer, teaching 
Bernice A. Colburn, ‘* 
Mrs. J. W. Eaton, cleaning schoolhouse 


$350 06 
390 00 
110 00 
91x45 
116 60 
30 00 
10 00 


779 30 
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POND 
Edith M. Currier. teaching 
Grace J. Donahue, * 
cleaning schoolhouse 


’ 


CRAIG 
Hannah E. Messer, teaching 
C. C. Stevens, wood 
Daniel Sawyer, * 

sawing and hauling wood 

Mrs. Fred Stevens, kindlings 
Alma Stevens, cleaning schoolhouse 
Alfred Stevens, shingles 


PLAIN 
N. Grace Roby, teaching 
Dorothy L. Brown, oe 
Caroline Paul, (aids 
xeorge W. Cofrin, wood 
Richard Putney, sawing wood 


WEST 
Mary A. McDowell, teaching 
Fred McDowell, wood and kindlings 
George H. Ingalls, cleaning vault 


CONVEYING SCHOLARS 


W.S. Butcher 
Plummer Chase 
Mary McDowell 


$75 
133 


© me 


$336 2: 


$267 


$203 


. 124 


30 
00 


$209 


$218 


$343: 


BY) 


5D 


Colby Academy 
S. F. H. School 
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HIGH SCHOOL 'TUITLON 


$110 


345: 


SUPERINTENDENT’S SALARY 


00 


George W. Sumner 
JANITORS 
Harold Wyman $9 78 
Henry Cilley 3 50 
Percy Bartlett 790 
Emma Sebra dD 75 
Mary McDowell 3 50 
N. Grace Roby 4 25 
Hannah Messer H 350 
Mrs. Fred Stevens 2 50 
Edith Currier 2 50 
Fred C. Messer 2 00 
Grace J. Donahue 2 50 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Betsey F. Cheney, cleaning schoolhouses at Village, 

West, and Plain $14 50 
Wm. G. Choate, conveying teacher 2 00 
Danforth Bros., supplies 1 55 
J. Albert Peaslee, Insurance 30 00 
J. E. Simonds Table Co., desk and kevs 22 30 
Danforth Bros., brooms etc. 1 70 

_ George W. Sumner, freight, express etc. Rigs 
- Warner School Dist., tuition and rent 87 00 
C. E. Hadley, for 2 lights 5 00 
H. Corrigan & Son, conveyance to Penacook 7 OO 
Alfred G. Stevens, carpenter work 4 59 


$483 35 


$305 10 


$52 28 
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H. O. Russell, labor | 
Alfred G. Stevens, cleaning pipe 
Edson Page, tuning organ 


BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 


Edward E. Babb & Co. 
Penacook Union School District, supplies 


REPAIRS 
K. H. Lewis, village school 
C. H. Marshall, lead and zinc, Center 
Alfred G. Stevens, shingles and labor 
C. H. Marshall, stove pipe and repairs 
N. H. Smith, repairs on village schoolhouse 


MONEY RECEIVED 
Balance from last year 
School money 
By vote of district 
High School tuition 
Books and supplies 
Flags 
School officers salaries 
og license 
Literary fund 
Tuition rebate 
- Superintendents salary 


$9 : 


$87 
12 


(by E>) ay So 
Soa ie 


aa 
40 


$193 23 


$99 69 


$142 54 
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Repairs $200 00 
Tuition from Hillsboro 28 80 
M. O’Brion, tuition 4 40 
Newbury School District 15 57 

| Total $4014 456 
Money paid out © $0415 39 


To the Board of Selectmen 


‘The School Board recommend that you raise the following sums of 
money for L915. 
For school books and supplies $ 150 00 
high school tuition 1000 00 


$1150 00 
F. O. MELVIN 


Bebe GOULD aes Board 
J. W. SANBORN 


' 40 


SCHOOL DIRECTORY 


SCHOOL BOARD 


Frank O. Melvin, Chairman 
George W. Sumner, Secretary 


Joseph W. Sanborn Term expires March, 1915 
Frank O. Melvin Term expires March, 1916 
Frank B. Gould Term expires March, 1917 


Regular meetings on the Tuesday following the first Saturday of 
each month. 


DISTRICT OFFICERS 
George C. Trow, Moderator 
Arthur F. Moor, Clerk 
William M. Carr, Treasurer 
George W. Cofrin, Leon M. Morse, Auditors 


SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
George W. Sumner 
Post office address, Penacook, N. H. New England Telephone 


TRUANT OFFICER 
Mrs. Grace M. Wallis 


TEACHERS 
Miss Nana B. Geyer | Grammar School 
Miss Martha W. Cilley Primary School 
Miss Caroline C. Paul Plain School 
Miss Bernice A. Colburn Box Corner School 
Miss Emma Sebra Center School 
Mrs. Hannah EK. Messer Craig School 


Miss Grace J. Donahue Massassecum School 
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Report of the Superintendent of Schools 


To the School Board : 


After a year and a half of personal acquaintance with the schools 
of Bradford ; after a study comparing Bradford School District with 
its neighbors and with its own past; after tabulating the latest at- 
tendance statistics ; I fiad much that is discouraging, a little that is 
encouraging. 

The general situation is not only bad, it is growing worse ; in some 
instances actually worse, in others comparatively so. 9 That is: pro- 
gress, where it has occured, has been very small as compared with 
the average of the districts in the state and thus Bradford is falling 
farther and farther behind. | 

In 1908 the average monthly wage paid to Bradford teachers was 
$8.01 below the state average; in 1913 it was $11.18 below. The 
tax rate for schools has averaged, in eight years prior to 1914, 65 
cents on $1000 less than the average in the state and in 1914 it was 
the lowest it has been since 1908. In 1912, of the 255 school dis- 
tricts in the state, only 43 had a lower tax rate for schools than 
Bradford ; in 1913, only 33 had a lower rate. Of the nine towns in 
the immediate neighborhood (See Table of ‘‘Comparative Statistics 
for 1913’) only Newbury and Washington were paying lower wages 
to teachers in 1913. 

If the interest of the tax-payers in the schools may be judged, in 
a general way, by the tax rate, the interest of parents may likewise 
be judged, to a certain extent, by the attendance table. 

The parent who is throughly convinced of the value of the 
school to his child will see that the child attends every day unless 
prevented by sickness or some most important reason ; his child will 
appear in the morning ON TIME; he will not ask to have his child 
dismissed an hour or a half-hour before the othev children in his class 
except for most urgent reasons. A comparison of the attendance 
ta ble in last year’s report with the one in this year’s report discloses 
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the following tendencies backward: The per cent of attendanee for 
1912-13: was 90.09; for 1913-14, 89.40; a very small change, but, 
such as it is, a slipping backward. In the former year there were 
183 cases of turdipness ; in the latter. 296 In the former year, 23 
cases of dismissal; in,the latter 168 cases. The table for last fall 
term shows no instance of improvement over the fall of a year ago 
except that the number of dismissals has decreased and the number 
of visits to the schools has increased. 

This increase in the number of visitors is a hopefulsign. I reyret 
that so large a per cent of them come, not to see the schools at their 
regular daily work, but to see some special exercises, whieh have 
only a remote counection with the regular program. These visitors, 
nevertbeless, bave an opportunity to see the building in. which the 
regular work goes on, and where their children are housed for thirty 
hours of every schocl week. I hope that there may have been a few 
who have carefully inspected the buildings, front and rear, ceilings 
and tloors, blackboards and walls. Perchance one or two have taken 
pains to estimate the probable cost of the building to a former gener- 
ation that built it and to compare this with the cost of the repairs 
that the present generation has made. However much we of today 
may disagree as to the value of that ‘*Little Old Red Schoolhouse” 
we cannot disagree as to its cost. It stood for sacrifice—the sacri- 
fice of a community for the education of its youth. No schoolbuild- 
ing in Bradford hints of any recent real sacrifice. 


During the past year the villaze schoolrooms have been improved 
with paint and whitewash and the shed floor has been repaired. 

Some new stovepipe has been put in at the Center School. In 
other respects the situation is the same as mentioned a year ago in 
my report except that the superintendent, assisted by the teacher 
and pupils, ripped up the seats at the Plain School and faced them 
toward the one wall which is unbroken by windows. 


A considerable amount of new reading material has been purchas- 
ed. New geographies and language books have been introduced in 
all the schools. A few new arithmetics and physiologies have been 
bought. Each teacber has been supplied with a fairly good diction- 
ary and each of the pupils in the upper grades has a small dictionary 
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for individual use. [recommend the same appropriation for text: 
books and supplies as last years: one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Five new flags, with poles and all necessary fixtures, were bought 
last vear. The coming year will vot require an appropriation for 
this purpose. 7 

The covered earthen water jar at the Center, the door mats at the 
Village and the improved wastebaskets at both these schools are 
only a few of the many little things that might belp to make all the 
schools wore sanitary or more couifortable. 


I beleive that the teachers are all doing their best for the success 
of their schools. In nearly every instance the teachers are the best 
we have had since my coming into office. Their efforts, often 
_ under discouraging conditions of attendance and sanitation, are com- 
mendable. Inthe majority of the schools the small number of 
children makes the work monotonous for both the teacher and pupil. 


The tax-payer, too, is the loser because of the large: number of 
little schools. While Bradford’s tax rate for schools is one of the 
lowest, the cost PER PUPIL is one of the highest in the state. In 
1912 only 40 districts paid more per pupil than Bradford; in 1918 
only 35. 

You have somewhat simplified the finances of tbe district during 
the past year by abandoning the custom of giving an order book to 
each member of the Board, and by paying bills only at Board meet- 
ings. Another change in the line of better business methods would 
be to make the place of meeting the place for filing all receipts and 
other papers belonging to the district. 

If the orders signed by the Board were forwarded immediately to 
the District Treasurer for payment, instead of being given to the 
payee, no allowance would need to be made for ‘Outstanding Ord- 
ers’”’ in estimating the financial condition of the district. | 

In view of the fact that the schools are now closed for lack of 
funds, which must be a disappointment to some, at least, of the par- 
ents, I would recommend that every effort be made to place the ex- 
act financial situation before the people, that all outstanding bills be 
listed, that a careful estimate be made of the probable cost of main~ 
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taining the schools with the best teachers you feel that you can afford, 
for as many weeks as seams reasonable; that the cost of remodel- 
ing the Village schoolhouse be definitely determined ; and that on 
all thsee matters the School Board make a definite recopimenda- 
tion to the voters at the coming district meeting. 

Gentlemen, I have attempted to report to you and, through you 
to the citizens of Bradford, the situation as I see it. I am not un- 
familiar with country schools similar to those in Bradford. My at- 
titude in calling to your attention some discouraging features is not 
unsympathetic nor is it pessimistic. There must be among your cit- 
izens a goodly number who are anxious that the schools should be 
such centers of inspiration and uplift as good schools can become; 
who are willing to pay for such schools, to the point of sacrifice if 
necessary, in thought, in time, in moral support, in money. It is to 
that tvpe of citizen that this report is addressed ; it is for him that I 
have attempted to present my honest opinion. . 

I know of no easy method of securing good schools. They are the 
result of effort, ceaseless effort on the part of teachers, officials, the 
community. But our children, like oarselves, can ‘*Pass this way 
but once.’”? We would not give them less than our best. 


Respectfully, 
GEORGE W. SUMNER. 


45 


SCHOOL CALENDAR 
Spring term of 11 weeks opens Monday, April 5, 1915 
Spring term closes Friday, June 18, 1915 


Summer vacation 


Fall term of 15 weeks opens Tuesday, Sept.°7, 1915 
Fall term closes Friday, Dee. 17, ,1915 


Vacation of 2 weeks 


Winter term of 10 weeks opens Monday, Jan. 3, 1916 
Winter term closes Friday, Mar. 10, 1916 


Note—The date of closing the Winter term depends, of course, 
on the amount of money raised. 


ROLL OF HONOR 


Pupils who were not absent or tardy during the entire school year 
ending July 15, 1914. 


BOX CORNER SCHOOL: Zanella Fortune 


CENTER SCHOOL; Charles Cressy, Emma F. Cressy, Eva M. 
Cressy. 


CRAIG SCHOOL: Alice M. Barstow, Vivian L. Stevens 
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. D. N ICHOLS, 
LEOPOLD MORSE 
AND TALBOT 


Boston Made Clothing 


Men’s Furnishings, 


Boots, Shoes and Rubbers, 
Trunks and Valises, Etc. 


EXCLUSIVE AGENT FOR 


- Douglas, Walkover and Bass Shoes 
FOR MEN AND BOYS 


Radcliff and La France Shou 


FOR LADIES. 
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Goodrich, Gold Seal, a 
Ball Band and Straight Line | } 


Rubbers, Gloves and Mittens, 


Telephone Connected. Bradford, ‘ H. 


